
St. Gregory the Wonderworker on the ancient Greeks

St. Gregory’s quote in the Greek original:

Ο  μ ν δ  λλ  κα  γε τ ν νο ν τερ ν τι μ θημα δειν ς πιλαμβ νει, κα  τ  στ μα συνδεὐ ὴ ὲ ἀ ὰ ί ὸ ῦ ἕ ό ά ῶ ἐ ά ὶ ὸ ό ῖ 
τ ν γλ τταν, ε  τι κα  μικρ ν ε πε ν τ  λλ νων θελ σαιμι φων , ο  θαυμαστο  μ ν ν μοι,ὴ ῶ ἴ ὶ ὸ ἰ ῖ ῇ Ἑ ή ἐ ή ῇ ἱ ὶ ἡ ῶ ό  
ο ς ν ν τ  π ντων τ ν π  τ ν Ρωμα ων ρχ ν νθρ πων κατευθ νεται πρ γματα, ο τεἷ ῦ ὰ ά ῶ ὑ ὸ ὴ ί ἀ ὴ ἀ ώ ύ ά ὔ  
συγκε μενοι ο τε κα  κμανθαν μενοι ταλαιπ ρως· ντες μ ν α το  σοφο  τε κα  κριβε ςί ὔ ὶ ἐ ό ἀ ώ ὄ ὲ ὐ ὶ ί ὶ ἀ ῖ  
κα  ποικ λοι κα  θαυμαστο , κα  συνελ ντα ε πε ν λληνικ τατοι…ὶ ί ὶ ί ὶ ό ἰ ῖ Ἑ ώ

“Moreover, another branch of learning occupies my mind completely, and the mouth binds the 
tongue if I should desire to make any speech, however brief, with the voice of the Greeks; 

“I refer to those admirable laws of our sages by which the affairs of the Roman Empire are now 
directed, and which are neither composed nor learnt without difficulty. 

“And these are wise and exact in themselves, and manifold and admirable, and, in a word, most 
thoroughly Grecian…”
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