The philosopher must be above all a free man
But whereunto shall I liken this generation? It is like unto children sitting in the
markets, and calling unto their fellows, And saying, We have piped unto you,
and ye have not danced; we have mourned unto you, and ye have not lamented.
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, He hath a devil. The
Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous,
and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners. But wisdom is justified of
her children.
Mt 11:18-19

Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. For in
him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
Col 2:8-9

Many Greeks and not a few Jews attempted to philosophize; but only the

disciples of Christ have pursued true wisdom, because they alone have Wisdom
as their teacher, showing them by His example the way of life they should
follow. For the Greeks (heathen), like actors on a stage, put on false masks; they
were philosophers in name alone, but lacked true philosophy. They displayed
their philosophic calling by their cloak, beard and staff, but indulged the body
and kept their desires as mistresses. They were slaves of gluttony and lust,
accepting this as something natural. They were subject to anger and excited by
glory, and they gulped down rich food like dogs. They did not realize that the
philosopher must be above all a free man, and not a slave of the passions who
can be bought or sold. A man of upright life can be the slave of others and yet
suffer no harm; but to be enslaved to the passions and pleasures brings a man
into disgrace and great ridicule. Some of the Greeks imagined themselves to be
engaged in metaphysics, but they neglected the practice of the virtues
altogether. Some were star-gazers, explaining the inexplicable, and claiming to
know the size of the heavens, the dimensions of the sun and the movement of
the stars. At times they even tried to theologize, although here the truth lies
beyond man's unaided grasp, and speculation is dangerous; yet in their way of
life they were more degraded than swine wallowing in the mud. And when
some of them did try to apply their principles in practice, they became worse
than those who only theorized, for they sold their labors for glory and praise.
Usually their only object was to show off, and they endured hardships simply to
gain cheap applause.
St Neilos The Ascetic

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
knowledge:
but fools despise wisdom and instruction.
Pr 1:7

